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(71) We* FORMFAC IjOTHNAHDHAL AB, 

ft company tItiW n fpmfard ?rft^ existing under 
the laws ofSweien, of Hanimaxvagsn L 
' 232 00 Arldv, Sweden* do hereby dedare the 
invention, toe which we pray .that a. patent 
may bo granted to. us, and the method by 
which it is to be performed, to be particu- 
larly described in and by the fallowing 
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In modem open-plan offices and industrial 
workshops, panels far sourid-dainping and 
other proposes are often used to divide up 
the open-plan office or industrial workshop 
into smaller units* These panels or other 
famishing components are often intercon- 
nected by means of various fitting! winch, 
however, permit only certain predetermined 
angeb of poshian between abiming furnish- 
ing ccwponeBte. These «rnnnctmg devices 
display disadvantages, not only c om cCD fag 
the touted choice of positional angles but 
also cost, Because die various 

fitting axe relatively e&peuuve and require 
careful mounting on the furnishing compon- 
ents, 90 that they fit each other. 

hi an a* T fffip r to create free dom of choice 
concerning the angles of position between 
abutting famishing panels; m this case fold- 
ing door elements^ it has been suggested* in 
die British Patent Specification 921,647, to 
use gear segments which are mounted along 
the vertical edges of the door elements. A 
Ipngjtndjnal damp member serves to hold 
the door elements in engagement and to 
maintain the gear segments m mesh. This 
construction i$» however, not only expensive 
but also disadvantageous when used m con- 
necttan with fiunishing components such as 
sonndrdaiupiUg panel&j which are often 
moved around, according to the required re- 
arrangement of fte furnishing in wie open" 
plan office, or. accenting to the placing of 
machinery in the industrial workshop* 

An object of the present Invention is to 
provide a panel j wajf which overcomes the 
disadvantages in the prior art devices serv- 



According tn the present invention a panel 
wall comprises jmaapositioned interconnec- 
ted hin^d panel elements, the end edges of 
the jnxrarwsffiDned panel dements being 
coveted with comptementary burr fastener 
tapes to form a hinge cormecrAop permitting 
the panel elements to be pivoted m relation 
to each other. 

Burr fastener tapes are of two kinds* the 
first comprising a pair of co-operating tapes 
one of winch carries loops and the other 
hooks and die other kind comprising a pair 
of tapes both of which cany mnSiroom- 
shaped projections which interlock wfcm the 
topes are puriied together, US. Patent Sped- 
ficntion 3 J 14.951 describes burr fastener 
of the kind sold imder the Trade Mark 
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Preferably the burr fastener tapes are 
Affi*arf An juqute frame dement attached 70 
to its pertinent panel member which may be 
a BflO fr id* ^fo^rcp^^ panel or ^ho fiha > 

Other objects ox^inyenti on wifl be ap- 
pflicpt fit h ii the following desenption in 
which some embodiments of the invention 75 
are described with reference to the accom- 
panying drawing. 

In the drawing: 

Eg, 1 shows a perspective view of two 
Bccml-dann^ 80 
connected oy means of a hinge device ac- 
cording to the invention* 
; Fig. 2 shows a section on the line n— H 
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Another object of the invention is to pro- 
vide a panel wal with inteconnected hinge 
panels which can be easOy separated 



The opposite edges & the sonttMamphin 
panels 10 in Pig. 1 have each been fitted 
with their respective types of tape. One 
tape, for euonpk, tape 11, is of the dosed 
loop type, while the other tape 12 is of the 
cut loop type in which the loops form small 100 
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hooks for engagement with the loops on to forces for whkh reason there is very link 



shows a method of designing the ing co m pon en ts will be detached from each 

semi-cllfcnlar frame *Vww«t» or piofiks other by shearmg at right angles to the hlnga 45 

5 which art arranged at the edges of the am This powerful resistance of the hinge 

Krmndwfampm g panda. Thns, each frame and connecting device eu&wea that, for ex- 

ekmeot 13 is in the torn of an extruded ample, sound-damping panda, as shown in 

chamid-ahaped profile with a semi-circular Pfc 1, can be fitte d wit h straight fc^ 23 

arch 14 which taminata in inwardly diffeo- without outwardly extending suppose feet, 50 

10 tied limbs 15 which merge into their resjec- while avoiding the ride of the panels 

tire outwardly directed flanges 16 al tneir foiling over. 



boiWGfee thickened portion 17 as to outer WHAT WE CLAIM IS:— 
aid. The thickened portions 17 clasp in- 1. A pand wall comprising juxtaposed 55 
15 warily bent edge portions 18 an a snbstan- interconnected hinged panel dements, in 
tialty U-shaped profile 19 which is either which the end edge* of the Juxtaposed panel 
afflxedjeor example, by pop-riveting) to the dements are curved and eovered with com- 
supporting frame 20 of the sound-proofing p igmentar y bnrr fastener tapes to form a, 
panel, or ftadf forms the supporting frame hinge rnwirrtinn permitting the panel do 60 
20 of the sotrnd-proofing pand (this latter em- meniB to be pivoted in relation to each other, 
bodhnent is not shown)!. The thadflepefl per- ' 2. A panel wall as daimed in daim 1, 
tfcro 17 and the inwardly ben* edge portions characterised in that the bnrr fastens- tapes 
18 will fnnctim as a snap-action catdj be- are affixed to an a rcgatc, fame element 
cause of the yiddlngpeat of the semi-ciscular attached to its pertinent panel 65 
25 arch 14. 3. A panel wall as daimed in daim 1 or 

In order to leave room fix the bnrr daim 2 in which each pand is provided with 
fastener mpe, the iawardfy directed lkribs 15 tegs. 

have preferably been jogged at 21* 4. A panel wal as claimed in daim I, 

A great advantage fcfaoent in, for ex- daim 2 or daim 3 in which the pand ele- 70 
30 ample* the semrcytmdrkal frame dement 13 meats are sound damping etemts which 
h mat more than two famishing components have the same height as the assembled wall, 
can be connected to each other at fly same 5L A pand waflsiiteftffntiBUy as described 
pivot point. Thns, for example two finoish- herein with reference to and as shown m 
ins components fitted with the tape II on the accompanying drawings. 75 
35 fhdr frame elements 13 can be connected to 

one and : the same frame cfancnf 13i ; .fitted For tike Applicants : 
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14S17BD COMPLETE SPECIFICATION 

1 ; euecr **** draw ^E <s o reproduction of 
I SHfcfcl ^ Origin q„ tf rtductd scale 



